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	timeline: from past to present
1997 

Search for a Cure is founded by long-time com​munity activist & educator, David Scondras. David assembles the "Smart Team" including Dr. Ken Mayer, Brown University, Dr. Alfred DeMaria, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Stewart Landers, John Snow Incorporated, Dr. Calvin Cohen, CRI of New England, Dr. Rick Marlink, The Harvard AIDS Institute, and other leaders in HIV medicine and treatm​ent. They create the Reasons For Hope series, the country's only consumer friendly treatment information regularly pub​lished in over 25 mainstream newspapers across the U.S.


1998 

Search For A Cure expands Reasons For Hope to the internet by creating www.searchforacure.org and reaching thousands of HIV positives and frontline healthcare providers internationally. 

Search For A Cure initiates the annual Sur​ro​gate Marker and Immune Reconstitution Conference bringing together hundreds of world-renowned immunologists to Balti​more, Maryland under the sponsorship of the Institute of Human Virology. 

	
	1999  

Search For A Cure travels to India and forges a partnership with The Parkash AIDS Foundation, local infec​tious disease doctors and AIDS activists to help formulate a plan to make treatment more accessible to Indians living with HIV.           

Search For A Cure presents the second in a series of national conferences on immune-based therapies. 'IBT II' attracts immunologists and infectious disease doctors from across the country. Key note speakers include Dr. Eric Rosen​berg of Mass General Hospital and Dr. Wilfred Nkhoma, Chief Epidemiologist, Ministry of Health, Malawi, Africa. 

2000  
Search For A Cure's David Scondras is named to South African President Thabo Mbeki's Presidential AIDS Advisory Panel. The Panel meets in South Africa to help formulate the country's HIV/AIDS plan.

2001  

Reasons For Hope expands to over 90 community newspapers across the country.

	
	2001  

Search For A Cure sponsors & coordinates visit from the Vice President of Malawi, Justin Malewezi, Malawi's Minister of Health, UNAIDS, and World Health Organization representatives along with Harvard University Director of the Center for International Development, Dr. Jeffrey Sachs. 

2002  
Search For A Cure continues to provide education, information and advocacy to increase access to life-saving HIV treatment across the country and around the world.

2007   Reasons For Hope 

RFH is Search For A Cure's national HIV treatment news series. RFH covers the latest in developing therapies for treating HIV/AIDS. 

RFH is published in over 90 community newspapers and found on many websites for people infected or affected by HIV/AIDS. We encourage your comments and critiques. Email hope@sfac.org Feel free to copy and distribute any and all RFH articles.
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	latest news: Spring 2006  

Chemical Condoms

The search for a way to stop the epidemic continues on many fronts including vaccines, microbicides, and chemical prophylaxis.

There has been progress in each of these areas. But it is slow. By all estimates, vaccines are many years away. If the vaccines with the most promise which are in testing right now turn out to be effective it would still be 5-10 years before they would be available to the public--and that is if everything goes well.
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editorial: December 2003  

Clinical Trials
It is hard to get people to join a study of new medicines nowadays. This is mostly because people think the therapies we have are good enough. It's not true. HIV medicines fail some people. And they are too expensive for most of the world to use. The medicines we have are not a cure, are a lifelong financial burden and have lots of side effects. The only way to see if new therapies work is to test them on people with HIV. The only way to see if a vaccine will work is to test it on people without HIV.


	
	latest news: August 2006  
Ending the Epidemic

It is time to end the AIDS epidemic in the United States. It is a realistic goal. Some facts from official sources:

· In San Francisco, one out of every four gay men is infected with HIV. 

· The gay population of San Francisco has gone up by 25% during the past ten years. 

· The total number of people with HIV infection has also gone up as people live longer using antiviral drugs that stave off disease progression. 

Given these facts, anyone would predict with good reason that the number of new infections would go steadily up as both the number of people carrying HIV and the number of people likely to be exposed increase. They would be wrong.

For the first time since the epidemic began, the HIV transmission rate in San Francisco went down - it is 20% lower than it was in 2001.

Many scientists and activists have offered explanations for this unexpected drop in transmissions. Perhaps it is be​cause gay men are starting to seek out partners that have the same HIV status (called sero-sorting) thus engaging in what amounts to a kind of voluntary quarantine.

	
	Microbicides are still in the safety testing phase. Microbicides are lubricants which contain chemicals that kill HIV. They are very important not only because they may protect a person from getting HIV and other sexually transmitted illnesses but also because women and gay men can control their use rather than only rely upon a partner to use a condom.

There is good safety data on the use of tenofovir, an antiviral drug, in a gel as a microbicide. Early this year a study was released showing that the use of tenofovir ( Viread) mixed in a gel as a microbicide was safe. Dr. Kenneth Mayer, director of the Brown University AIDS program, along with his colleagues looked at 84 women ages 18 to 45 finding that 94% were happy with the gel and the use of the microbicide cause no serious side effects.

editorial: May 2003  
Bush WHACKED
With great fanfare Bush announced a $15 billion effort passed by the Congress at his request, to fight AIDS around the world - big talk, small steps. Not a penny of that money has been authorized. And every step of the way right-wingers slow the money down, wanting to put their religion based conditions on every penny.


